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Introduction 
 

 

This by-election is happening at a critical time in Irish history.  

 

We are now five years into the most vicious world-wide recession since the great 

depression of the 1930s.  

 

Both the previous Fianna Fáil / PD / Green Party coalition and the present Fine 

Gael / Labour coalition have failed spectacularly to solve this crisis. 

 

Unemployment stands at over 440,000 and is rising. Emigration has returned and 

will be the only choice the majority of our youth will have to make a decent life. 

One thousand people are leaving the country each week because there are no jobs 

and no prospects for them here. 

 

Wages, pensions and entitlements have decreased; taxes have increased; property 

tax is here and water taxes are on the way. Thousands of people cannot pay their 

mortgages and thousands of ghost estates haunt our towns and villages. 

 

The people of Meath East have a unique opportunity to pass judgement on both 

the present and past administration. The people of Meath East have the chance to 

reject the failed policies of the past; to reject the negative economics of the 

government and the EU / ECB/ IMF troika.  

 

We need hope for the future. We need hope for ourselves and for our children. 

We require fundamental change about how we run this country. It is clear that 

change is not about simply changing the faces around the cabinet table. We 

require a change, not just of government but of policies and direction. 

 

Seamus McDonagh offers that hope for the future and for real change. 
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Standing against vested interests and for the people 
 

 

Seamus McDonagh stands against vested interests and for the people. 

Our present system is one that is run in the interests of the golden circle, big 

business and the international financial markets. It is not a system where the 

interests of ordinary people are well served. 

 

The people of Ireland are daily trying to cope with the reality of Troika and 

government imposed austerity. There has been wave after wave of attacks on our 

living standards and basic community services and yet the economic situation gets 

worse. Austerity is working in the interests of the few and against the interests of 

the many.  Because austerity serves these vested interests so well it will continue 

to be a policy of the government and EU, even if economic growth returns, unless 

people reject it now.    Austerity is intended to drive down labour costs for 

employers and to create uncertainty and precarity of unemployment in order to 

reduce the likelihood of resistance by workers, it is intended to privatise state 

assets and public services in order to create profit opportunities for big business 

and the financial markets. 

 

We can see the same situation internationally. Austerity has destroyed the lives of 

the people of Greece, Spain and Portugal. Now, the unfortunate population of 

Cyprus are the latest victims of vicious EU imposed austerity, where even family 

savings are under attack. 

 

The people are being punished to pay for the crimes of some of our largest banks 

and building speculators. These people robbed our country and should be brought 

to justice. This has not happened. Some senior bankers still have gross salaries of 

almost €1 million. Failed speculators still live in their big mansions while others 

have decamped to the USA, the UK, and further afield with substantial fortunes. 

 

As a socialist and community activist Seamus McDonagh stands in opposition to 

this political system. 

 

He stands for the interests of the employed, unemployed and under-employed, 

whose wages and conditions of work have been driven down by austerity to the 

benefit of employers and big business, whose social benefits have been reduced in 

the interests of bank bond-holders and the financial markets.  

 

He stands for workers, small farmers and small business owners, whose 

interests have been sacrificed to corporations and agri-business in the name of 

‘economic competitiveness’ and who are struggling to make ends meet as billions 

have been sucked out of the domestic economy through austerity policies. 

All of these groups are victims of the same problem, and the same tiny minority is 

gaining from their hardship and misery. 

 

Because banks and banking have gained such a dominant position within the 

capitalist structure with, for example, 40% of corporate profit in the USA deriving 

from the banking sector, this sector has gained a stranglehold on the decision 
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making processes within all the major capitalist governing structures. This has 

distorted our democracy and decision making. 

 

Our domestic economy is collapsing.  Shops, trades-people, local businesses are 

all closing up or contracting. Cutting the disposable income of those on the lowest 

incomes is speeding up this destruction of the domestic economy. In general terms 

people on low incomes spend the vast bulk of their income in the local economy 

and every extra Euro they have helps to maintain local jobs and local services. On 

the other end of the scale those on very high incomes export their money either 

through investments, foreign holidays, tax arrangements etc. Giving extra money 

to the already wealthy has no positive benefit for the economy. 

 

The present government policy is therefore counter-productive.  Therefore 

Seamus McDonagh and the Workers Party are committed to the maintenance of 

current social welfare and pension levels, and the reversal to cuts in welfare and 

the income of the lower paid. This is vitally necessary in the interests of justice, 

equality and good economic management. 

 

Seamus stands for the interests of children, parents and the elderly, whose 

services have been cut in six successive budgets to bail out banks. 

 

For five years the most vulnerable in society have been targeted. School children, 

preschool children, young adults with disabilities, the elderly, carers and the ill 

have been relentlessly attacked. Bit by bit social protection has been stripped 

away and progress gained over two generations has been reversed in two years. 

 

Again there are clear alternatives for the options of cuts in government spending. 

Over and over again, up to and including the proposed Croke Park 2, it is clear 

that the government is going to attack front-line services across all sectors which 

will have immediate and devastating effects on the lives of thousands of the most 

vulnerable in our society. The Workers Party believes that frontline services must 

be maintained and defended and that any cuts should be in the tax subsidies to the 

private health industry; transnational corporations; high income individuals; and 

private insurance. The adoption of the French or US rules in relation to tax 

fugitives would also be a positive first step.  

 

The cutbacks in education for example – concentrated as they are in the provision 

of Special Needs Assistants, ELAs, special classes, Resource-Hours, Traveller 

education etc – are deliberately aimed at the weakest and most vulnerable in 

society. The savage attack on the school book grant; difficulties in getting school 

uniform allowance etc all impact on the same sector of society. 
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Jobs Creation cannot be left to the private sector alone 
 

The Fine Gael / Labour coalition, in its highly publicised “Action Plan for Jobs” 

stated bluntly, “Governments don’t create jobs, successful businesses and 

entrepreneurs do.”. 

 

Seamus McDonagh and the Workers’ Party fundamentally disagree with this 

proposition which is a political cop-out and an abandonment of a whole 

generation. 

 

The philosophy itself is a hang-over from the now discredited economic policies 

of Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher.  With 440,000 unemployed in this 

state, and private job creation barely keeping pace with job losses, it is clear that 

the government cannot rely on multinationals and native businesses alone to 

create the number of jobs required. 

Only a stimulus programme based on public investment in energy, natural 

resource exploitation, infrastructure, transport, health and education, can create 

well paid long-term jobs. In the private sector, demand for goods and services will 

only stabilise, employment will only stabilise, when austerity is reversed and 

billions are pumped into circulation in the economy. 

Seamus McDonagh proposes public investment in the economy and an end to 

austerity. Make the economy work in the interests of working people, not the 

interests of the golden circle, big business and financial markets.” 

The role of government capital investment in building necessary infrastructure 

and creating worthwhile well paid jobs in construction can act as a major stimulus 

to economic recovery during recession. Sadly the government’s capital spending 

forecast axes some long-planned and major capital projects. Many of these capital 

projects are in the transport infrastructure. This is a false economy on two fronts. 

It is now cheaper than at any time in this century to construct vital infrastructure 

in this country. As well as transport infrastructure we need more and upgraded 

schools, primary care centres and state owned centres for care for the elderly. If 

we do not build now we will be playing catch-up for the next two decades.  

 

As well as destroying potential jobs the refusal to build public transport 

infrastructure, especially public transport infrastructure to the vast working class 

suburbs of our cities and the commuter belts, prevents people getting to work and 

taking up job or training opportunities that they would otherwise take up. This 

negative societal and economic effect of lack of public transport was highlighted 

in the 1980s and ‘90s when the then government was developing an anti-poverty 

strategy. As recently as last week this finding was reinforced by a survey carried 

out by one of the leading commercial property auctioneers which stated that 

access to public transport was the most important factor for businesses when 

renting / buying office space. If people physically cannot get to work or to a 

training centre then, literally, they are stuck in a poverty trap. 
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Harnessing Ireland’s abundant natural resources 
 

 

Seamus McDonagh wants Ireland to develop our vast oil and gas resources in 

the national interest - not private profit. 

 
It is a remarkable fact that the Norwegian government, as owners of Statoil, will 

make more money from the Corrib gas field than the Irish government. Norway 

has built a modern dynamic economy on the back of State control of its oil and 

gas industry. 

 
Ireland has vast resources of oil and gas. The Corrib field is the most well known. 

The recently discovered Barryroe oil field also has massive potential. A further 

huge find has been located off the Cork-Waterford coast, and licences are 

presently being issued for exploration off the Clare / Kerry coast and for the 

Dublin coast near Dalkey. 

 

The Corrib field alone is valued at €540 billion. Yet not one cent will come to the 

Irish people. Fianna Fáil, through corruption and incompetence, handed over this 

entire gas field to Shell and its allies for free. Fine Gael and Labour have now 

100% backed this policy. This is economic treason and must be reversed 

immediately. 

 

Control of our oil and gas resources would ensure: 

 

 Fuel security for Ireland for the next generation. 

 A massive improvement in our balance of payments situation. 

 A huge boost for our tax revenue 

 The possibility of developing a petro-chemical industry with huge 

numbers of modern high-skilled jobs. 
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Public Enterprise – the Powerhouse of a strong economy 

 

Seamus stands for the development of the public infrastructure of the state, in 

transport, energy, forestry and natural resources, to create a solid foundation of 

public enterprise through which the economy can be stabilised and employment 

created. Good jobs, real jobs, long-term jobs. 

 

The Workers’ Party believes that our publicly-owned enterprises including, in 

particular, our semi-state commercial companies can play a vital role in helping to 

lead this country out of the mess into which it has been landed by the bankers, the 

land speculators, and insufficient and incompetent regulation. We further believe 

that the people, as the ultimate owners of our publicly-owned commercial state 

companies, should be consulted on the state of these companies; whether, for 

example, the boards of these companies reflects the needs of the citizen as 

shareholder; and whether the protocols for the appointment of directors by the 

government bear scrutiny. 

 

The contribution of our public enterprises to the state and society can be measured 

using several yardsticks: The provision of infrastructure; the creation and 

maintenance of 40,000 sustainable jobs; the development of economically 

backward regions; cash paid to the state as a dividend return on state investment. 

Using any or all of these measurements the investment of public money in public 

companies has been a success. 

 

Despite blatant propaganda from self-interested elements and biased journalists 

none of the commercial state companies is in receipt of, or in need of, further 

investment from the taxpayer.  

 

The Workers Party believes that our publicly owned energy companies (ESB, 

Bord Gáis and Bord na Mona), who have a highly skilled workforce, are very 

efficient, and are properly capitalised through the markets and their own 

resources, provide the platform for huge growth in energy related employment. If 

the government allows these companies to co-operate, create joint enterprises, link 

in to our reservoir of unemployed graduates and trades-people as well as recent 

emigrants then employment in this sector can be doubled. Privatising these 

companies will have the opposite result of reduced employment, zero investment, 

and the export of jobs and people. 
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Transforming the Rural economy 
 

As farming is still a major component of the Irish economy, and as we get closer 

to the deadline for the government's deadline for Food Harvest 2020, with its 

objective to create thousands of extra jobs and high value exports in the Agri 

sector it is instructive to look at the history of the Irish Sugar industry. 

 

Comhlucht Siúcra Éireann was one of the flagship public sector companies of the 

Irish economy. It played a pivotal role in the modernisation of Irish agriculture 

from the 1930s right up to the end of the 1980s. While the key role of the 

company was in sugar production and processing it also had the vision as far back 

as the 1960s to attempt to move into other related areas of vegetable production 

and processing. This enlightened strategy could have had a significant beneficial 

effect on our agricultural and agri-foods industry and should have been welcomed 

and nourished by government. Instead, as is now widely known, the government 

deliberately stymied the development projects of the Sugar Company and allowed 

a foreign company to gain a monopoly here in food processing. The culmination 

of this government attitude to Comhlucht Siúcra Éireann was its privatisation in 

1991 and its takeover by Greencore. 

 

Sugar production has now totally ceased in Ireland and Greencore has only one 

production facility in the whole of the country. The assets of the company have 

been stripped and before the Celtic Bubble burst the main interest of Greencore in 

Ireland was as a property speculator. The possibility of an integrated vegetable 

growing and processing industry offered by Comhlucht Siúcra Éireann, and so 

badly needed by a cash-strapped agriculture sector, has been lost.  With almost €5 

billion worth of food imported to Ireland in 2011, €958 million of it on vegetables 

and €270  million spent on imported sugar and honey, the case for a state food 

company is unanswerable. 

 

Coillte is one of the jewels in the crown of Irish business. Forestry is the oldest 

state owned/state supported public enterprise in Ireland. State forestry began in 

1903, when the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction (DATI) for 

Ireland acquired Avondale House along with woodland areas of some estates, and 

established a training centre for forestry there. In the 110 years since it has grown 

and developed into a major country and a valuable national industry. 

 

Coillte commenced trading in 1989 when it acquired ownership of the State's 

forests. The core purpose of the company was to commercially manage these 

forest assets. The company has undergone a major transformation since that date 

by becoming a European scale forestry and forest products business. Coillte owns 

over one million acres of land, most of which is forested. 

 

Coillte currently harvests over 1.5 million m
3
 (cubic metres) of timber from our 

own and privately owned forests each year, and sells a further 800,000 m
3
 

standing. As such, they are by far the leading producer of timber in the country. 

Through its panel-board mills, SmartPly near Waterford and Medite in Clonmel, 

Coillte’s Panel Products division is also Ireland’s largest consumer of pulpwood. 

Last year, Coillte produced almost 600,000 m
3
 from thinnings, and in the coming 

years thinnings will represent an increasing proportion of its annual programme. 
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Coillte Enterprise is the venturing arm of the Coillte Group, which seeks to 

identify new business opportunities and to extract value from the Group's broad 

asset base. It comprises the Group's interests in areas as diverse as; Land Sales 

and Development; Telecommunications: Renewable energy through Wind-farms 

and Biomass. Its ancillary businesses include: Coillte Nurseries: Wood Products 

and  Coillte Training and Safety Services. 

 

Coillte is a vital cog in the leisure and tourist industry. On a daily basis thousands 

of people avail of forest parks and forest walks and there is also a substantial 

international tourist industry, with huge potential for expansion, based on this type 

of leisure. 

 

Yet the government is intent on throwing it all away. For less than half a billion 

Euro the state will sell Coillte’s felling rights for the next 80 years. In one fell 

swoop we will destroy a state industry; undermine thousands of jobs in the timber 

industry;  lose a valuable leisure and tourist facility; and effectively hand over 7% 

of the country to foreign forestry owners who will destroy our forests and ship out 

the raw material to their own factories and sawmills.  

 

The Workers Party opposes this economic madness and Seamus McDonagh has 

already spoken out against the government on this issue. 
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Privatisation means selling the future 
 

Seamus stands against privatisation of public services including healthcare and 

education, which turns essential services into generators of private-profit for big 

business, through the reduction in working conditions in the name of ‘efficiency’. 

Ordinary people simply pay more for worse services, and workers suffer through 

longer hours and more casualised terms of employment. It is a lose-lose equation 

for people, while big business creams off profits for the benefit of the wealthy 

few. 

 

In opposing privatisation of state assets the key question at the heart of the debate 

should be: does privatisation work? 

 

The empirical evidence is crystal clear - privatisation has been both an economic 

and social disaster. There have been many instances of privatisation within the 

Irish economy over the last 15 years and it is instructive to examine some of these 

cases. 

 

Telecoms / modern communication is a vital tool of government, business and 

education. In 1999, the government privatised the telecom fixed-line monopoly, 

Eircom. This was a greatly hyped event and sold to the public as a win-win 

situation for all concerned. At that time, as a largely State-owned company, 

Eircom was debt free, profitable and investing heavily in broadband and in its 

mobile arm. Privatised, it was asset stripped and is a shadow of its former self. It 

lurches from crisis to crisis and even its continued existence in any format is in 

doubt. Since privatization, its assets have been picked clean but its investment in 

the broadband distribution system has been negligible. In this so-called smart 

economy, we do not have decent broadband. This is impacting negatively on 

research, education, and industry from the transnational sector down to the sole 

trader. 

 

These two examples alone, allied to the UK disasters of the privatisations of 

British Rail, rural transport (now practically abolished), water and sewage 

services where the quality of supply and service has gone through the floor which 

the prices have sky-rocketed, provide a clear example to this country.  Over 

30,000 jobs were lost when British Rail was privatised. So serious were the 

problems of the privatised companies, so poor were the safety and maintenance 

standards, and so appalling was the service that the arch-privateers, Blair and 

Brown, had to contemplate the re-nationalisation of all or at least part of the 

public transport service We have also seen blatant examples, both here, in the UK 

and in the USA where private health-care facilities, especially care centres for the 

elderly, have neglected their patients and put their lives at risk so as to maximise 

private profit. 

 

The Irish people have made a serious and long-term investment in our commercial 

state companies. They are delivering good service and a monetary profit to the 

state. To sell these companies at any time is bad economics and bad planning. To 

organise a fire-sale now, in the midst of a five-year world wide recession would 

be so disastrous as to be akin to national economic treason. 
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For an equitable solution to the mortgage debt crisis 

 

Seamus McDonagh stands for debt relief for mortgage holders in relation to the 

family home.  

 

The property boom was an asset bubble which served the interests of developers, 

bankers and the international financial markets. When it collapsed the ordinary 

people of the state were forced to take on the €64 billion of bad debts of the 

banks. That debt covered the bank losses on speculative investments in land banks 

and commercial property. It did not cover residential mortgage debt.  

 

Thousands of families are now going through a living nightmare. They are in 

massive negative equity because their mortgages are much greater than the value 

of their homes. They cannot sell their homes and they cannot pay their mortgages. 

Every day they get closer to the possibility of bank foreclosure and forced 

eviction.  

 

This mortgage crisis is destroying families. It is placing the burden for the 

property bubble on a minority of homebuyers who purchased homes just before 

the bust. The crisis is also distorting our banking industry and also creates 

complete confusion for any family lucky enough to be able to contemplate getting 

a mortgage at the present time. 

 

The time has come for a “NAMA for mortgage holders”, to pass the costs of the 

asset bubble back to those financial markets which created it, and take the burden 

off the shoulders of the home owners who are carrying a debt that is 

unsustainable. 
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For abolition of the Home Tax and creation of a fair 

taxation system 
 

Seamus McDonagh and the Workers’ Party stand for the immediate and total 

abolition of the home tax, and the reform of the tax system. 

 

It is not a “property tax”, nor less is it a wealth tax. It does not address the vast 

wealth and assets of individuals and corporations which is accumulated in stocks 

and bonds, pension funds, bank deposits, land banks, commercial property, rental 

property. It is simply a home tax and targets those least able to pay while super-

wealthy get away without paying their share. 

 

While pensioners and those on poverty wages are struggling with the existing 

Universal Social Charge, and are completely terrified by the prospect of the home 

tax and the upcoming water tax, we have the situation that in 2009 Ryanair made 

€3 billion profit and paid no tax. 

 

Seamus McDonagh proposes a number of very simple steps to overhaul and 

equalise the tax system:- 

 

(a) Abolish all the tax loopholes and tax shelters that allow wealthy companies 

and individuals to avoid tax. 

(b) Introduce a third tax band of 50% for any income above a threshold of 

€100,000. 

(c) All income earned in Ireland – wages, fees, dividends, profits or other – to be 

taxed in Ireland and all income treated on the same basis. 

(d) End the legal fiction that allows up to 6,000 of the wealthiest people in Ireland 

claim “tax exile” status and avoid their duty as citizens. 

(e) Introduce a 1% wealth tax on all income over €1 million, which would raise a 

minimum of €1 billion per annum. 

(f) Introduce a Financial Transaction Tax on the hedge funds and shadow banking 

sector operating from the IFSC, a tax which has already been adopted by the over-

whelming majority of EU states. 

(g) End the Corporation Tax loopholes which allow multi-national corporations to 

channel their worldwide profits through the Irish taxation system and launder the 

profits with negligible benefit to the Irish exchequer and negligible creation of 

employment. It is time to equalise the Corporation Tax to average EU levels. 
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Not our debt – repudiate the bank debts 
 

Seamus stands for the repudiation of the €64 billion bank debt. It is an odious 

debt and must be taken off the backs of workers if our economy and society are to 

escape from the permanent austerity which faces the future generations. 

 

The government spent €30 billion of our money in the joint black hole of the 

Anglo Irish Bank / Irish Nationwide Building Society corpses. These were dead 

banks, never ever going to be resurrected. The only people to gain from this were 

international speculators and the large German and French banks who had lent 

money to Anglo.  

The government has also spent a further €30 billion in rescuing AIB and Bank of 

Ireland. In theory we own these banks – in reality they own us.  

 

There is also billions which the state invested in NAMA and which will never be 

repaid. Essentially this amounts to another €30 billion subsidy to failed property 

speculators. All of these burdens, for the benefit of a tiny elite, have been placed 

on the backs of existing and future Irish citizens. It cannot be paid and no amount 

of smoke and mirrors deals in Brussels will make it possible. The only sensible, 

logical and moral thing to do is to repudiate this debt.  

 

He stands for democracy, against the bullying tactics of the powerful elites who 

dictate political and economic policy to suit their needs, who imposed 

‘technocratic’ governments in Italy and Greece, who ignore the will of the people 

as expressed in constitutional referenda on the EU treaties.  

 

Seamus rejects the government and right-wing myth of TINA - “there is no 

alternative”. Patently this is nonsense. There are many choices – there is always 

an alternative. More specifically when the supposed remedy being implemented 

has not worked for the last five years; has never worked internationally; and lacks 

any sound intellectual base then clearly there has to be an alternative. 

 

The present government strategy, as dictated by the EU/ECB/IMF troika and as 

also dictated by the decisions of the G20, is to protect the rich; defend the banks; 

penalise workers for the failure of capitalism; and use international military 

superiority to maintain control of their neo-colonial empires. 

 

There is an alternative, there are many alternatives, and they begin by making 

political decisions in the interests of the people and not in the interests of the 

golden circle. 
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For a socially liberal and secular society 
 

He stands for a socially liberal and secular society.  He has campaigned for civil 

rights for those sectors of our society which have been most disadvantaged during 

decades of neglect and abuse by the church and state. Women and children, 

working class communities, travellers, migrants, the elderly, LGBTs are amongst 

the most vulnerable groups in society. 

 

He stands unambiguously for the woman’s right to choose and the immediate 

legislation for the X case so that the death of another Savita Halappanavar will 

never again. 

 

The Workers Party is committed to deepening democracy and real participation 

by citizens in shaping our lives. In the long term the Workers Party reiterates its 

view, outlined on many previous occasions, that this state needs a completely new 

constitution. 

 

The 1937 constitution, based as it is on Victorian property values, catholic 

morality, and Vatican corporatist principles, is no longer fit for purpose. The 

present Constitutional Commission is a farce and an insult to the Irish people 

which Seamus rejects as meaningless window dressing by the government. 
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The by-election should be a people’s referendum 
 

Seamus McDonagh, and the Workers’ Party, will stand up for the interests of 

people and against the interests of the golden circle, for the many against the few, 

for the 99% against the 1%. 

 

The choice is clear - more of the same from Fine Gael, Fianna Fáil, Labour, Sinn 

Féin;  More of the same from independents with no clear vision of where and how 

to change the system? Or a change of direction in the interests of the people with 

the Workers’ Party! 
 

The Workers’ Party candidate in the Meath East by-election, Seamus 

McDonagh, has called the 27th March poll a referendum on a Government 

that has for too long attempted to hide behind the abysmal record of past 

Fianna Fáil administrations. 
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